
Glasgow’s Iconic Buildings:

TEMPLETON CARPET FACTORY
62 Templeton Street

SUMMARY:
Templeton Carpet Factory, now called the Templeton Business Centre, was designed and built as a carpet 

factory for James Templeton and Son and built between 1888-1892. It was said that the wealthy citizens 

living in nearby Monteith Row did not want to overlook a factory and it was decided the building should be of 

appropriate design for such a prominent location in the city.

After repeated design proposals had been rejected by Glasgow Corporation, James Templeton hired the famous 

Glasgow architect William Leiper to produce a design that would be so grand it could not possibly be rejected, 

so William Leiper modelled the building on the Doge’s Palace in Venice. The building uses flamboyant glazed 

brick, vitreous enamel tiles, red brick and terracotta to create colourful patterns. 

James Templeton from Paisley was one of the most successful carpet manufacturers in Britain, producing 

carpets for state occasions, great houses, luxury liners including the ‘Titanic’, as well as for houses.

The building was extended in the 1920s,1930s and again in the 1960s. It was converted in 1984 to become a 

business centre. In 2005, the 1930s extension was demolished to make way for 143 new flats.

THINK ABOUT:

• Look for the extensions to the building, how can 

you tell they were built at different times?

• Why do you think a factory building had such 

a decorative exterior? Does the outside of the 

building help us understand what was inside? How 

do you think the inside might have changed since 

it was converted?

• Look up other buildings designed by Willian Leiper 

and compare them to Templeton Carpet Factory.

• Find out what other buildings in Glasgow were built 

around the same time as the Carpet Factory. 

• Carpets made by James Templeton & Co could be 

found all over the world. Search the internet for 

adverts for James Templeton & Co. 

FIND OUT MORE:

Historic Environment Scotland List Description, http://

portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB33857

Dictionary of Scottish Architects, William Leiper, 

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.

php?id=200002

University of Glasgow Special Collections, Templeton 

Stoddart Collection, http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/

archives/collections/business/features/stoddard/

University of Glasgow Special Collections, 

image of Tepleton’s finishing room, https://

universityofglasgowlibrary.wordpress.
com/2011/06/03/friday-gem-from-the-stoddard-

templeton-design-archive-william-scott-morton/

RIBAJ wesbite, Gothic fantasies made real, https://

www.ribaj.com/culture/gothic-fantasies-made-real
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