
Glasgow’s Iconic Buildings:

THE TENEMENT HOUSE
145 Buccleuch Street

SUMMARY:
The Tenement House is a Victorian tenement flat built in 1892, which was lived in by Miss Agnes Toward from 

1911 until 1965, and was never changed. After her death some chairs were left in her will to the church. When 

the chairs were collected somebody noticed the potential of the flat as it had remained completely unchanged 

since the early 1900s and decided to preserve it.

The rooms of the Tenement House still have many of their original fixtures and fittings, giving a sense of how 

ordinary, respectable Glaswegians lived in the first half of the 1900s. It was a rather ‘posh’ home because it had 

its own bathroom indoors. Clues to how people lived are dotted all around, from the coal bunker to the jars of 

homemade plum jam dated 1929 on the larder shelves.

The flat is now owned by the National Trust for Scotland and is open to the public. The flat did not have electric 

lighting until 1960, so authentic gas lighting has been put back in to recreate what the flat would have been like 

when Miss Toward lived there. 

THINK ABOUT:

• What is a ‘tenement’ flat? What features does the flat 

have that we don’t see in flats and houses today?

• Most of Glasgow’s tenement flats were built between 

1880-1914 - find out more about why so many 

tenements were built at that time. 

• Think about the things in your house or flat that Miss 

Toward would have considered a luxury. 

• Miss Toward was lucky to have an indoor bathroom - 

what do you think it would be like to live in an ordinary 

tenement in the 1890s?

• Miss Toward took very good care of the flat, which 

means her possessions have survived so that we can 

see them and learn about them - what might people in 

the future learn from what we leave behind?

FIND OUT MORE:

The National Trust for Scotland website, the 

Tenement House, http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/

Tenement-House/#

The Glasgow Story website, Second City of The 

Empire: Tenements, http://www.theglasgowstory.

com/story/?id=TGSDF10

BBC News website, Nana’s memories of 
tenement life, http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/

glasgowandwestscotland/hi/people_and_places/

history/newsid_8336000/8336787.stm

Glasgow University Special Collections, The 

Old Closes and Streets of Glasgow by Thomas 

Annan, http://special.lib.gla.ac.uk/exhibns/month/

Mar2006.html 

S P E A K I NG
UN ION

E NG L I S H -

http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/Tenement-House/#
http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/Tenement-House/#
http://www.theglasgowstory.com/story/?id=TGSDF10
http://www.theglasgowstory.com/story/?id=TGSDF10
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/glasgowandwestscotland/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8336000/8336787.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/glasgowandwestscotland/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8336000/8336787.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/glasgowandwestscotland/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8336000/8336787.stm
 http://special.lib.gla.ac.uk/exhibns/month/Mar2006.html 
 http://special.lib.gla.ac.uk/exhibns/month/Mar2006.html 

