
Glasgow’s Iconic Buildings:

EMIRATES ARENA
1000 London Road

SUMMARY:
The Commonwealth Arena and Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome, known as the Emirates Arena, is an indoor arena 

and velodrome built for the the badminton and track cycling events at the 2014 Commonwealth Games. The 

building was designed by architects 3D Reid in association with Sports Concepts, and built between 2009 - 

2012. The Velodrome is named after Olympic and Commonwealth gold-medal winning Scottish cyclist Sir Chris 

Hoy, who was, at the time, Britain’s most successful Olympic athlete.

These state-of-the-art facilities, owned by Glasgow City Council, were designed to be very flexible and able to 

be used for a variety of sports and activities, including a 200m running track, 60m hurdles track, throwing and 

jumping areas, a 250-metre indoor velodrome track and seating for 5,000 people in the arena, with telescopic 

and movable seating platforms that push the seats as close as possible to the action. 

As well as hosting sports events and competitions, the arena is open to the public offering a variety of first class 

sports and leisure facilities for regular use by the local community in the east end of Glasgow. 

THINK ABOUT:

• Why do you think the east end of Glasgow was 

chosen as the location for the new facility?

• How does the outside of the building give us 

clues about what it is used for?

• How important is it that ordinary people in 

Glasgow can use the building?

• Why was the building named after Sir Chris Hoy?

• Find out about how many people visited 

Glasgow for the Commonwealth Games in 2014. 

What effect do you think that had on the city?

• Some of the historic buildings in Glasgow are 

hundreds of years old - do you think this building 

will still be standing in 100 years time?

FIND OUT MORE:

Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games website, http://

www.glasgow2014.com/

Emirates Arena website, http://www.emiratesarena.

co.uk/

The Scotsman, Glasgow Commonwealth Games 

legacy just a start, http://www.scotsman.com/news/

opinion/glasgow-commonwealth-games-legacy-just-a-

start-1-3863311

Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Legacy website, 

http://legacy2014.co.uk/

Glasgow Architecture website, Emirates Arena 

and The Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome, http://www.

glasgowarchitecture.co.uk/emirates-arena-sir-chris-hoy-

velodrome
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